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prophecy ; idolatry and the moral abominations with which, as

we have seen, it was associated.    Now my contention is that

the reform of each and all of these abuses was carried out long

before the excessive devotion to ceremonial came into vogue,

and  further  that   had  the  reform  of the  abuses  not   been

followed by this excessive devotion to outside ceremonial and

observances, idolatry would have crept in again, bringing back

all the old immoralities in its train; and so the Mission of Israel,

which was to prove so important for the whole after history of

the world, would have failed.    Or to pat it more plainly, I

should  contend  that  the   ceremonialism   of the   Scribe  and

Pharisee was as necessary to the great part that Israel had to

play in the world, as either the preaching of the Prophets, the

successive Exiles, or the work of the Priests; and that without it

neither the conception of One God, nor the high code of Morality

which the Jews had realized, could have been maintained.

But I must first prove my point, viz., that the prophets in
their great cry of " doing justice and loving mercy/ had in their
minds only certain definite moral abuses and grievances existing
among their own people, and that these abuses had all been met
by legislation before the excessive devotion to ceremonialism
set in.   Indeed one may say in general terms that the fact that
with the prophets Jehovah was the god of a small tribe ot
chosen people with whom all his interests were bound up, ought
of itself to be sufficient to prove that the words of this same
Jehovah through the prophets to do justice and love mercyy
could not have had an extension beyond the limits of their own
tribe, no more so indeed than if they had been the words of
Chemosh or of Baal.    But, if wanted, a more direct proof is to
be found in the Book of Deuteronomy which was the work of
the Prophets themselves.    Here you have it laid  down  as
Jehovah's command that the Jews, although they may exact
iistiry and the payment of debts from the foreigner, are not to-
do so from  their own people; and that they are to utterly
destroy without mercy the people of the land, the Oanaanitesr